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Genocide by deportation facilitates denial of the crime. Few could deny that genocide 
by direct killing of a racial or religious group would constitute a massive crime. Yet 
in the context of contemporary genocides, international criminal tribunals and legal 
experts have doubted that there was genocidal intent on the part of states or state 
actors where most of a genocide’s mortality resulted from forced displacement.  

This talk explores whether genocide may take place by means of deportation into 
circumstances of life bringing about large-scale premature deaths from hunger, disease, 
exposure, and homelessness.  It covers various case studies of genocide that have 
contributed to the drafting or interpretation of Article II(c) and II(e) of the Genocide 
Convention, including the Ottoman Christian genocide, the Holocaust, the genocide in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and genocide in Iraq and Sudan.  The talk concludes with an 
analysis of circumstances in which deportation and forced relocation could give rise to a 
finding of genocidal intent, whether by courts, legislatures, or heads of state.
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